How to handle 1 or 2 minor suits after partners opening 2NT or 2C-2D-2NT

By Mike Savage

To show a hand with one minor suit and slam interest (a decent 6+ card suit) 

      Bid 3S which forces opener to bid 3NT and then it’s suggested you bid the minor you don’t have:

4C= Showing a long Diamond suit, almost always with slam interest

4D = 1st step response showing no fit/interest (any "fit" has some interest)


        With a fit and slam interest, respond as if 4C was RKC and 4H is the 1st step response:

4H = 2nd step and is the 1st RKC response (showing you have 1-4 controls if playing 1430)

            4S = 3rd step and is the 2nd RKC response (showing you have 0-3 controls if playing 1430)
            4NT = 4th step and is the 3rd RKC response that shows two controls w/o the trump queen
            5C = 5th step and is the 4th RKC response that shows two controls and the trump queen 
4D = Showing a long Club suit, almost always with slam interest


4H = 1st step response showing no fit/interest (any “fit” has some interest)

                     With a fit and slam interest, respond as if 4D was RKC and 4S is the 1st step response:

4S = 2nd step and is the 1st RKC response (showing you have 1-4 controls if playing 1430)

4NT = 3rd step and is the 2nd RKC response (showing you have 0-3 controls if playing 1430) 
5C = 4th step and is the RKC response that shows two controls w/o the trump queen
5D = 5th step and is the RKC response that shows two controls and the trump queen

(Bidding the minor you don’t have can right-side the play but it’s ok to bid the one you have if you prefer)
To show a hand with two minor suits and slam interest:

            1. With 5-5 in the minors (could be 6-5 or even 5-4) and a stiff or void 

     Bid 3S, the relay forcing opener to bid 3NT and then bid:


            4H = Showing a stiff or void heart and both minors


             4S = Showing a stiff or void spade and both minors

                                 4NT response to either = To play



         5C or 5D = Shows a fit and possibly/probably mild slam interest

            2.   With 5-4 in the minors and no stiff or void bid:

                     Bid 3S, the relay forcing opener to bid 3NT and then bid:



   4NT = Showing 5-4 in the minors with no shortness but with some slam interest




   Pass = No interest




   5C or 5D = Shows a fit and possibly/probably mild slam interest
     An immediate 4S over 2NT shows 4-4 in the minors and small slam invitational values. A response of 5C or 5D (showing a fit) would set trumps and could also be used as RKC for the minor bid. Bidding 4NT over 4S would be to play with a minimum and 5NT would show no fit but with a maximum.
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